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01 nearly 15^- lakhs, to winch will before long be added a
further sum of eleven lakhs devoted to auxiiiaxy works
of piime necessity. The underground drainage sj'stem of
Ahmadabad at the outset was wisely eoumied to sullage
only and not adapted, as iu Bombay, to the removal of
both sullage and storm-water. It is now generally admitted
that, where monsoon conditions pievail, it is neither advisable
nor practicable to attempt to deal with both sullage atid
stonn-vudcr in one system. That RanchhuJJal should have
succeeded in introducing the underground system at all
is alone sufficient to keep his memory green in Ahmadabad.
There are some who, \\ith experience of the present condition
of the city's streets during the mouths of the monsoon,
are apt to deplore the fact that a scheme for the surface
drainage of the cit3T was not prepared with the drainage
scheme. But one must bear iu mind the extraordinary
opposition which Raueliliodlal encountered in respect both
of the water-supply and drainage schemes and, rather
than cavil at omissions which the experience of a later
generation rightly considers important, pay a tribute of
admiration to the man who secured the two prime needs
of modern urban life in the face of the superstitious ignorance
and blind hostility of the general public. Had Ranchhodlal
lived longer, with his great faculty for work unimpaired,
he would assuredly have turned his attention to the problem
of surface drainage and have dealt with it as successfully
as he dealt with the two major problems of his municipal
career. There are people still living who can remember
seeing him perambulating the city with Baldwin Latham,
and calmly considering the details of his scheme amid the
overt hostility and abuse of most of the traders and vakils.
Few Indians would have had the moral courage in such
circumstances to persist with their plans. But Raueliliodlal,
physically and morally, was a man of stout heait ; he held
on his course undeterred by threats and fear of unpopularity.
His achievement is to-day a source of pride to the citizens
of Ahmadabad.